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STATEMENT

BY THE CHAIR OF THE DELEGATION, MEP Marina KALJURAND

on the decision of the Supreme Court of Azerbaijan in the cases of Ilgar Mammadov

and Rasul Jafarov

Brussels, 27 April 2020 - “I welcome the decision of the Supreme Court of Azerbaijan of

23 April on the acquittal of the REAL Party leader Ilgar Mammadov and human rights defender

Rasul Jafarov, which implements earlier decisions of the European Court of Human Rights and

erases the consequences of their unlawful prosecution and conviction.

This is an important decision for the rule of law in Azerbaijan and I hope that it will be followed

by further steps to ensure the full implementation of all other rulings of the European Court of

Human Rights that remain due. Most importantly, all persecution for political reasons must be

stopped. I reiterate in this context my call on Azerbaijan to immediately and unconditionally

release all political prisoners and imprisoned journalists, human rights defenders and other civil

society activists, and to fully restore their political and civil rights, in line with all relevant

European Parliament recommendations.

Furthermore, in view of a growing number of political opponents, civil society activists or

journalists that have been detained or prosecuted in Azerbaijan against the backdrop of the fight

against the novel coronavirus pandemic, I call on the Azerbaijani authorities to make sure that

any restrictions to normal life - however necessary - are applied in a proportionate and non-

discriminatory way and with full respect of fundamental freedoms and the rule of law.”
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